
Desert Shores Community Association Offical Statement about Channel 13 news article that aired 

January 30, 2017, titled “People living in Desert Shores say ducks are being killed almost daily”, by 

Gina Lazara. 

 

In this news article there were several misrepresentations that the Board of Desert Shores would like to 

correct for the record.   

First and foremost, the association is not trying to get rid of or starve out any waterfowl.  The Board 

feels that the waterfowl are just as much an integral part of the community as our residents and don’t 

want to see any harm come to them.  We understand that all the waterfowl, except the swans, which 

are privately owned, are protected migratory birds that are not allowed to be touched, including their 

nests and eggs. 

The Board is constantly challenged with complaints from owners regarding the damage done by the 

waterfowl to the landscaping, primarily the grass, the amount of feces on the sidewalk and landscaped 

areas, ducks coming into neighborhoods looking for easy handouts of food and of course having them in 

the roads and getting run over by vehicles.  These are all challenges that have been here for over 20 

years, and the Board continually discusses and implements new ways to improve the damaged areas, 

prevent future damage, reduce liability and keep the community aesthetically attractive to protect, 

maintain and improve property values. 

To address the grass, it’s important to mention that the grass was never installed as a primary food 

source for the waterfowl but instead to provide green areas around the lakes for the enjoyment of the 

owners and residents.  Although grass and roots are a part of the waterfowl diet, it’s not the only source 

of food.  Many areas were originally installed with fescue grass that is green year round and something 

the waterfowl enjoy eating.  In the winter months the many waterfowl have wreaked havoc on the grass 

in many areas.  In some areas the grass is almost non-existent which allows other grasses and weeds to 

take over these areas.  In restoring these areas, we have decided to use Bermuda grass, which is what 

most golf courses use that also have waterfowl due to their water features.  Bermuda is much heartier 

due to the tougher root structure and will stand up to the constant waterfowl traffic.  Waterfowl will still 

feed on this grass but don’t do as much damage as they do on the fescue.  To conclude, the Bermuda 

grass was installed in 2 areas so far and has done very well.  Please be reassured that it was not installed 

to starve the ducks.   

To address the loss of waterfowl to traffic, the board continues looking into solutions including more 

duck crossing signs, speed humps and reducing the speed limit but it still comes down to driver 

awareness and asking residents and guests to please slow down.  This is also necessary for the many 

walkers, runners and bicyclists that use the roads here daily.  Many people don’t realize this but unless 

you live in a gated community, all the roads in our community, are owned and maintained by the City of 

Las Vegas, they are not private roads.  So to look into speed reduction, speed humps or additional speed 

limit radars, requires the City’s approval and willingness to install any of these additions. 

Finally, it has always been the DSCA policy that you “DON’T FEED THE WATERFOWL”.  We have many 

expert opinions that say over and again that this is bad for the waterfowl and creates many of the 

nuisances that we experience here.  See the Jan/Feb Shore Talk article “Pond Management: Don’t Feed 

the Wildlife”, which sites among other reasons, that when you provide an abundant food source, the 

increased population density makes disease transmission more likely. 

Thank you and as always we appreciate any input you may have on this and other subjects and 

encourage you to contact the office with any questions, concerns or comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

DSCA Board of Directors. 


